[bookmark: _GoBack]Infographic Fact Sheet Assignment 
As relationship scientists and “consumers” of research, it is your job to understand and translate complex research to make it accessible to the general population. In lieu of a final research paper, you will produce a research informed infographic, factsheet, and/or policy brief. This assignment is similar to a factsheet you might produce as a family life educator or a research associate at an agency or government think tank. 
The infographic fact sheets must include at least 10 facts and must cite at least 5 peer reviewed publications. These can be found on the library database or via google scholar. You may cite course material, but it does not count as one of your 5 sources. Instead, it can be used as a starting point or guide to locating scientific articles on a given topic. Information should be a combination of: prevalence statistics of the topic/demographic facts, facts about antecedents and consequences (i.e., causes and effects) of a topic, explanations of how relationship processes work (e.g., mechanisms that play a role in love), applied facts about how to facilitate or prevent the topic (e.g., relationship advice based on peer-reviewed research articles).
Assignments should fit onto one page (front and back if needed) and can be single spaced, but should be aesthetically pleasing to a lay audience. Font and text size can vary, but it should be readable. 
· Infographic – These are primarily graphical and meant to draw the attention of lay people. Free infographic making software can be found online or on Microsoft publisher.
· Fact sheet –These brief reports are intended to collapse a lot of important information about a topic into a comprehensible document that can easily be read by someone who knows little about your topic. Most fact sheets have paragraphs of text, relevant images, graphs/pie charts, and some bulleted facts. You should include some bullets to make things easily “digestible,” but the fact sheet should NOT only be a bulleted list. See a few examples here:
http://spock.fcs.uga.edu/ext/pubs/chfd/HDFS-E-146.pdf
http://www.bgsu.edu/ncfmr/resources/data/family-profiles/wu-brown-longterm-marriage-older-adults-fp-16-08.html
You may produce (or reproduce with careful citation) graphs/pie charts. A chart can count as an outside source if it is from a peer-reviewed source and is discussed in text. Graphs and pie charts should also be explained in the text of the document.
Topics MUST be relevant to romantic relationships (e.g., long-distance relationships, marginalized couples, relationships and technology, love), but need not have been covered in class (e.g., polygamy, children out of “wedlock,” interfaith marriages, the effects of in-laws on relationships/how to handle in-laws, remarriage and step-families).



	
	Points

	General Expectations (20)
· Overall quality of the writing (is it clear and professional? Are there grammar issues? (5)
· Is the topic relevant (e.g., about romantic relationships)? (5)
· Is it aesthetically pleasing? (Would consumers/audiences be drawn to it and could they understand it?) (5)
· Are the citations in APA style (in text citations and full reference on the back in APA style)? (5)
In text: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/06/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/03/
Reference list: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/06/  

	

	Critical Analysis (30)
· Is the topic thoroughly reviewed with scientific content? (6)
· Are there at least 10 facts from 5 scientific (peer-reviewed) sources? (6)
· Is the information useful to the intended audience? (6)
· Is the content factual? (6)
· Is the writing concise, but filled with necessary information? (6)

	

	Total Points for Assignment (50 points total)
	



